
Refugio Jr. High Library’s Recommended
Summer Reading List for

6th through 8th Grade
2021 School Year

"When it comes to summer, reading may not be the first thing—or even in the top ten things—kids
have in mind! But reading can be the ideal summer activity. It’s fun, portable, can involve the whole
family, and will help your child academically.” NEA - National Education Association -

The Refugio Jr. High Library, along with teachers, administrators, and the Dennis M. O’Connor Public Library are
working together to encourage all students to read this summer!  Below is a list of recommended books that have
been put together just for you.  Books are found at our public library, and e-books can be checked out on-line at
Refugio Jr. High Library.   You can begin your summer reading on Tuesday, June 1, and it will end Friday, August 13.

Below is the list.  Fill out three attached Book Reviews, turn them into your ELA teacher when you come back to
school in August and receive your first grade for the year. You can also take Accelerated Reading
(A/R) tests at home or at the public library to record your reading. This will get you an
invitation to a Back to School Bash when we come back in the Fall.

Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief and the other books in this series by Rick Riordan Call# F RIO
R.L. 4.7 Interest Level 5-8
Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek god
Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the demigod daughter of Athena who join him in a
journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's lightning bolt and prevent a catastrophic war.

Squirm by Carl Hiaasen Call# F HIA R.L. 4.5 Interest Level 5-8  "Billy Dickens discovers that his mysterious father lives in
Montana, so this summer Billy will fly across the country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, shoot down a spy drone, and
save his own father"



Dork Diaries and the Tales From A Not-So Bestfriend Forever Series by Rachel Renee Russell Call# F RUS R.L. 5.1 Interest
Level 3-6
"Nikki and her bandmates are looking forward to an awesome summer on tour as the opening act for the world famous Bad Boyz! Nikki is
a little worried when her frenemy, MacKenzie Hollister, weasels her way into a social media intern position with the tour. But she has a
total meltdown when she learns that MacKenzie is her new roommate! Will Nikki survive her dream tour as it quickly goes from awesome
to awful?!"

Vampires:  Legends of the Undead by Rob Shone Call# J 398 SHO R.L. 4.4 Interest Level 5-8
Contains three stories of vampires from throughout history, presented in graphic novel form, and includes three additional brief accounts
of vampires, as well as background information on the living dead.

The Worst Years of My Life and all book written by James Patterson Call#F PAT R.L.4.0 Interest Level 3-6
When Rafe Kane enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, "Leo the Silent," to create a game to make school more fun by
trying to break every rule in the school's code of conduct.

Ghost and the Alamo and Other Haunting of the South by Matt Chandler Call# J 133 .10 CHA R.L. 5.5  Interest Level 3.6

LaLlorna: The Crying Woman by Q.L. Pearse Call# J 398.2 PEA R.L. 5.9 Interest Level 5-8
Examines eyewitness accounts of encounters with the vengeful spirit known as La Llorona, the Crying Woman, which reportedly appears
in the Rio Grande and other waterways of the American Southwest and Latin America, and provides information on the ghost's
appearance in popular culture.

Among the Hidden series by Margaret Peterson Haddix Call# F HAD R.L. 5.5 Interest Level 3-6
In a future where the law limits a family to only two children, third-born Luke has been in hiding for the entire twelve years of his life, until
he enters boarding school under an assumed name and is forced to face his fears.



Artemis Fowl Series by Eoin Colfer Call# FCOL R.L. 5.0 Interest Level 5-8

When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a ransom
in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty troll.

Almost Astronauts:  Thirteen Women Who Dare to Dream by Tanya Lee Stone Call# J 629.45 STO
R.L. 5.7 Interest Level 5-8
They had the right stuff. They defied the prejudices of the time. And they blazed a trail for generations of
women to follow. What does it take to be an astronaut? Excellence at flying, courage, intelligence, resistance
to stress, top physical shape — any checklist would include these. But when America created NASA in
1958, there was another unspoken rule: you had to be a man. Here is the tale of thirteen women who proved
that they were not only as tough as the toughest man but also brave enough to challenge the government.
They were blocked by prejudice, jealousy, and the scrawled note of one of the most powerful men in
Washington. But even though the Mercury 13 women did not make it into space, they did not lose, for their
example empowered young women to take their place in the sky, piloting jets and commanding space
capsules. ALMOST ASTRONAUTS is the story of thirteen true pioneers of the space age. Back matter
includes an author’s note, an appendix, further reading, a bibliography, sources, source notes, and an index.

Atlantis Rising by T.A. Barron Call# F BAR R.L. 5.6 Interest Level 5-8
The young thief Promi and the forest girl Atlanta battle evil in the process to bring the creation of Atlantis.

Beatrice Zinker: Upside Down Thinker by Shelley Johannes Call# JF Joh R.L. 6.0 Interest Level
3-6
Beatrice is afraid she is losing her best friend so she uses her topsy-turvy way of thinking to get things
looking up.

The Warrior Series by Erin Hunter Call# F HUN R.L. 5.4 Interest Level 5-8
Bluefur, a warrior of ThunderClan, struggles under the weight of a prophecy that promises her glory as Clan
leader, but also spells out her ultimate demise. Includes a short manga adventure featuring Bluefur and the
other ThunderClan warriors.



The Batboy by Mike Lupica Call# F LUP R.L. 6.3 Interest Level 5-8
Even though his mother feels baseball ruined her marriage to his father, she allows fourteen-year-old Brian
to become a batboy for the Detroit Tigers, who have just drafted his favorite player back onto the team.

Dark Sunshine by Terri Farley Call# F FAR R.L. 6.8 Interest Level 5-8
Sam is having rescued an abused mare from a gang of outlaw rusters, now faces the question of what to do  with the horse since her
father's ranch already has a full corral, and a drought has caused a shortage of feed.

Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowlings Call# F ROW R.L. 6.9 Interest Level 5-8
During his third year at Hogwards School of Witchcraft and Wizardy, Harry Potter must confront the devious and dangerous wizard
responsible for his parents’ deaths.

Digital Experiences

To access the Refugio Jr. High School e-book collection, just go to the Refugio ISD website, click on
Student Center, Scroll down to the Library, Library Catalog, Refugio High School, and log in with
your username and password.  Contact Mrs. A. Garcia if you do not have this information at
anna.garcia@refugioisd.net.  Once you are logged in go to Destiny Quest. Scroll down until you find
our e-book collection.  Once you find a book you would like to read, check it out, and begin your
reading.

Brains On! podcast www.brainson.org A podcast where different kid cohosts take the mic each week
to tackle wide-ranging and fascinating science questions from listeners across the country.

Design Squad Global website https://pbskids.org/designsquad Kids can take on challenges, watch
videos, play games, and be wowed by the power of engineering.

Funbrain website www.funbrain.com This website for children features cool science experiments,
read-aloud videos, and fun games to explore.

Monterey Bay Aquarium live cams webpage www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
Jellyfish, sea otters, and sharks, oh my! Learn about and watch live videos with these sea animals
and more.
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NASA STEM @ Home website www.nasa.gov/stem For children ages five and up, this website
includes many activities both on- and off-screen based around NASA and space. Activities are
broken down into three sections based on grade level: K– 4, 5–8, and 9–12.

National Geographic Kids website https://kids.nationalgeographic.com This fun and educational
website for children features games, videos, and brain boosters.

The Past and the Curious podcast https://thepastandthecurious.com Kids and families can learn
about shocking, inspirational, and often humorous historical events and people through short
stories, humor, music, and fun.

Scratch website https://scratch.mit.edu An innovative block-based programming language that
allows for the creation and remixing of limitless programming, from games to music to animation.

“Sơn Đoòng 360: Exploring the World’s Largest Cave” virtual tour
www.nationalgeographic.com/news-features/son-doong-cave/2/#s=pano37 Explore the world’s
largest cave in Vietnam with National Geographic’s 360-degree tour of Hang Sơn Đoòng, with fun
facts, nature sounds, and interactive questions.

The Dennis M. O’Connor Public Library’s reading program will begin in July
for all sixth grade students.


